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The reception at Amballa having thus ended propitiously,
the Indian public began to hope that relations had been estab-
lished on the part of the British Government with a real native
ruler at Caubul who, in virtue of these relations, would hold his
own against all comers for himself and for England his ally.
Once more the vision of a friendly and independent Afghanistan
floated before the popular imagination, and great credit on this
account was accorded to Lord Mayo, which he fully deserved.
At the same time it was necessary to remember the share
which John Lawrence had taken in originating these measures,
and in preparing the way for their consummation.

Lord Mayo's cares regarding Afghanistan did not end with
the completion of the Amballa arrangement.

He desired to approach what was really the root of the whole
question, namely, the establishment of an understanding
between England and Eussia regarding their respective limits
of actual possession, or political control, in Asia. He virtually
advocated the plan which has since been termed the inter-
national delimitation between the two empires. He took a
hopeful and friendly view of the policy and intentions of
Russia respecting those Asiatic matters in which England was
interested. At his instance the English Government permitted
Mr. (now Sir Douglas) Forsythto proceed to St. Petersburg and
discuss the subject with the Eussian Ministers. It is probable
that Central Asian trade entered into these discussions; this
trade may be valuable so far as it goes, and Lord Mayo took
great interest in its development; the real point, however, was
the political safety of Afghanistan as an outwork of India.

Shortly afterwards the arrangement was begun whereby
Eussia agreed that Afghanistan should be regarded as beyond
the sphere of her political influence. The next point was the
determination of the boundaries of Afghanistan, and Lord Mayo
was rejoiced to see much progress made towards the framing of
a political map whereby Afghan limits would be defined in a
manner satisfactory to England. This result, so far as it went,
was really sound and good. Shir Ali too preserved a loyal
and comparatively cheerful demeanour. Thus the anxiety
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